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“ Butting In."”

Onr compliments to Brother P're-
xins, with whom it Ix =0 often Tue
Bun's fellcity to disagree. We dis-
cover no matter for coutroversy in his
able letter to President Wipsox com-
menting on the Chief Executive's dec-
laration at Columbus that it is “none
of our business what the Mexicans
do with their Government,” and Mr,
WiLson's firm annonncement further
that “so long as 1 have the power to
prevent it nobody shall ‘butt in' te
ulter It for them."

Mr. Prexixs does not address the
President as a private citizen but as
the chairman of the executive com-
mittee of the nntlonul Progressive
party. The fact that his relation to

such, for Instance, as the proposed
shipping promotion scheme and the
further plunge Into state soclalism in-
cident to Mr. BuaLrson's own Insls-
tence that telephone and telegraph
service be n Government monopoly.
SUIl another question as to rural
free delivery 18 suggested by Mr,
BuniLesox'a report. Before the Senate
Committee on Post Offices and Post
Roads last August he testified that
were a portlon of the rural delivery
serviee operated by private enterprise
under lense un annual saving of from
£10,000,000 to $18.000,000 would be
effected. Have conditions changed
since Inst August or does that state-
ment of Mr. Brruesox's still hold?

n Defence of a Gentleman Without
a Press Agent.

The Hon. WiLriaM CHARLES ApAM-
sox, who represents the Fourth Geor-
gin distriet in the House of Hepre-
sentutives, may have sald to the young
nnd attractive suffragists who called
upon him, “Go home and get mar-
risl,” and they may thereby have
been made as hot as ginger. They
should have remained cool and have
prolonged their visit,

The sweotness of his nature makes
it self-evident that never since that
June day in 1874 when Bior Apamsox
{ was gradunted from Bowdon College,
| Bowdon, Gu.,, could he ever have
raised hisg voice except in kindness to
any women. He dotes upon the fair
#ex: he strives gallantly to mnke
{agreeable the visits of women to the

and Foreign Commerce, where Colonel
ApAyson presides,

Even had his suffragist eallers not
been young and pretty—a useless sup-
position, unsupported by any visitors
at the Caplitol—had they not departed
| in gingery haste, Chairman ApaMsoN
| wonld have invited them to stay for
coffee,  His old negro messenger would
have shuffled down to the House res-
taurant for a pitcher of eream; the

this formerly portentous but now
qulescent organization gives a cer-
tain political flavor to the commuui-
cation does not In the least Impair
the accuracy or the force of the docu-
meat. Mr. PErkins tells Mr. Winsox
plainly but respectfully what a great
many other Americans would like to
have the chance to tell him.

For example:

“When jou refused to recognize
HumrA you certainly ‘butted in' In

“In the manner in which you *butted
in' in Mexico {8 found the root of ali
the treubls and humiliation to which
our eountry has been subjected, not anly
with Mexico but other forelgn countries
aa well”

‘“When ‘ou ‘butted in' in Mexico svou
demanded that our flag Le maluted. You
semt our troopm to Vera Crus. You
breught our dead away and left our
bonor behind. You sbandoned your de-
mand that our flag be saluted.”

*The resuit is that our prestige to-
day in every foreign capital is at a
lower ebb than ever before reached, and
1 %elieve that very many Americans
join me in the fecling that all this Is
directly traceable tn the fact that at
the deginming of the Mexican situation
you did not act as you now talk."

We hope that the historian to
whom It shall fall some day to re-
count In enduring prose the good and
the bad deeds of the Administration
of Wooprow Wirsox will enrefully
preserve this fearless and veracious
memorandum on “butting In" In Mex-
ilco now contributed by the Hon.
timonor W, PraxiNs,

Indeed, it may even bhe said that
in this remarkably direct and forcible
letter Mr. Prexiva has furnished not
only material for future history
hat also evidence of his own capacity
to be the historian in case the politl-
cal and financial affalrs of the un-
tional Progressive party should per-
chance cease by and by to engross
his attentlon.

Desirable Detalls Omitted.

Postmaster-Genernl  Brrixsox  in
his annual report polnts out the great
cost of free rural delivery service,
and it 1s regrettable that he did not
expand this topic, It would bhe in-
structive to know why the system of
free rural delivery by automobiles has
not been developed to the gratifying
ponsibilities its partinl applieation,
notably in Indiana, so positively fore-
shadowed.
actual experience, we belleve, that an
automobile free rural delivery service
could be operated at approximately
one-half the cost of the prevalent one
horse shay method. To he sure sub-
stituting the auto for the shay in-
volved putting a rather formidable
number of able bodled voters out of
Jobs, When an automohile would do
the work of 1wo or more shavs and
do It better the services of fust that
proportion of shay drivers would he.
come superfluous,  Yet the change
would mean a saving of milllons of
dollars to the Post Office Department
every year, and In any other than a
Government husiness enterprise  this
fuct would welgh,

There were Nt muny
months ago that these contingently
superfluous job holders rose in their
might out In the middle West: that
they appenled to their Congressmen ;
shat thelr Congressmen were heard
rrom In Washington, and that, well,
that enthusiasm Jor automaobile rural
delivery cconomies Innguished In the
Post Offlce Department, 15 this 1he
faet or is it & mere aendemle ghstenes
ton It woulid be pavticularly  in-
teresting 1o know just ot this time
wentse the prineiple involvedd upplies
W all Sovernment Lusiness veutures,

rumaors

It was demonstrated by |

Efrnm u card index cabinet a paper
| bag of lump sugar, n canlster of fra-
| grant Mocha, a spirit lnmp and a tin
coffeepot.
percolators for him;
lost art of brewing old fashioned
bolled coffes,
It had been a keen pleasure for the

lnddies to wateh the chalrman gather
| and earefully wash his coffee service
'nr water glasses and cups, his sllver
| spoons,  pour the bright brown
brew steaming from the tin pot, add
eream and sugar with many a soliel-
tous inquiry sas to quantity, briskly
order the smiling messenger, “Here,
you boy, step llvely with those cups
or I'll break your damn black hend."
The gentle spirit of hospitality all
l pervading !
[ In debate Chalrmau Anpassos, 1t is
‘ true, does at thmes turn upon an op-
ponent and In language which reveals
the clagsical scholar, burn and wither,
But rude to women? Preposterous!

This paper never more cheerfully
performed a publie duty than In de-
fending a public servant who never
had n press agent or sent an Inviting
note to the press gallery.

The Good Name of the Two Services.

Secretary Daxires 1s fully Justified
in rebuking the Yonkers Judge who,
according to newspaper report, gave
to A convieted chicken thief the op-
tion of jall or jolning the naval ser-
viee of the United States,

This is not the firet Incldent of the
kind.  Prompt action 15 required to
mike odlous such reformatory experi-
ments on the part of the minor
heneh.  There must be no toleration
of the ldea that either the army or
the navy can be used as a convenlent
annex to local penal institutions.

The misuse of elther arm of the
service in this way and for this pur-
pose 18 not In step with the national
movement for preparedness,

The Allles* Retreat Into Greece.

The retreat of the Anglo-French
army from Serbla Is the not unex-
pected ending of the inadequate, 111
advized rellef expedition into the Bal-
kans. Its retirement toward Salonlea
and the pursuit by the Teutonie-Bul-
garian forces, however, present n serl-
ous probhlem to the Allies and compli-
cate the already perplexing Greelan
situntion,

The expedition was never In sufM-
clent numbers to offer materinl ns-
sistance to the Serbluns agninst the
overwhelming forces which were
pressing them, and 1 effected little
more than a diversion of Bulgarlan
troops to the southern Vardar valley.,
But the fallure of this unfortunate
expedition ean searcely be taken to
forecast the abandonment of the Hal-
kans by the Allies,

So much 18 at stake thut suceess In
this fleld seems more than ever im-
perative,
| honor involved in succoring Rerbin
and preventing her territory from he-
coming a polltical pawn to be played
by Germany there must be considered
the effect of the abandonment upon
Greece and Rumanlia, Agaln, from a
military point of view, withdrawal
from the Balkans would he a perilous
polley, It wonld present an oppor-
tunity to the Central Powers for the
establishment of A much needed sub-
marine hase on the Greek ecoast and
would leave the far flung Teutonle
Iine In the East practically free from
attnck nt a vitnl point,

Apparently the only thing left for
the Allies 1s to establlsh a hase at
Salonlea and to operate fromn there.
Thelr positlon could be fortified and
ut the same time be under protection
of ships in the harbor, Their deloy In
meeting the Balkan sltuatlon will
prove costly ; for, while a compara-
tively small force might hnve heen
V:se:l with wmuch effect In checking the
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Teutonle advance, it will require a'

large army to dixlodge the invaders
now that they are In possession and
have the advantage of months spent
in fortifying their position.

But a base at Salonien must Imply
the consent of Greece, This was se-
cured for the small force that was
Ianded, and the late reporte indicate
that Greece will not enter a serlons
opposition to further use of this port
by the Allles,  What action, however,
will Greece take regarding the pur-
sult of the retreating Anglo-French
troops? 1t is evident that she will
oppose any attempt of the Bulgarians
to crogs her border, The anclent feud
between the two peoples hns been
embittered by the Bulgarian successes
in the Serblan eampalgn and espe-
clally by the occupation of Monastir
und FErRpivAND's deflant proclamation
that he Intends to retaln possession
of the town,

The Central Powers evidently ap-
preclate this situation and are hur-
rying German and Austrian troops to
the border. In case these cross the
frontler and undertnke the pursuit of
the retreating Anglo-Freuch forces to
Snlonlen all the diplomatic resources
of King CoxstaxmiNe and his advis-
ers will be stretched to the utmost to
maintain the neutrality they have pro-
claimed. Dodging the 1ssue as hest
they ean, It Is dificult to see how
Greece can eseape having the war
upon her own soll,

The Mutiny Aboard the

Ark of|
Peace.
It seems like an frony of hospital-

fure, and questions of patronage on
the one hand and subtle attemupts
to avold proper regulation on the
other are disregarded. A measure
honestly drawn to protect the inter-
ests of all concerned would, we he-
lieve, he speedily enacted into law,

Preparedness can be of no value
unless {t {s acoomplished in time,

Two P'ueblo Indlans visiting Wash-
ington proudly showed to President
WiLsox a sllver headed cane given to
the then chief of their tribe by Amma-
tAM LincoLNx when he was President,
which ever since ha= been the Pueblo
staff of office. Here Is the Big Btick
worth having and appropriately used.

Command of language !s desirable
but is not to be compared with com-
mand of ideas.

When Francis Mariox CockRELL,
who died in Washington yesterday,
waa the colleague of Grorox ORAMAM
VEsT In the Henate everybody knew
who the Senators from Missour were.
Both belonged to the old school and
made national repitations. They were
eound lawyers and men of conviction.
Hard workers in the committee rooma,
thesa two friends were heard with re-
epect when they addressed the Senate.
Few States were as well represented
in that body as Missouri. To-day the
average man might guess at one Sen-
ator from Missourl, WiLIAM JosL
BToNE, but chiefly hecause he {8 known
aa “Gumshoe BILr”; the average man
would ba stumped to name the other
Senator.

Christmas is galning rapidly on the

Ity, so to speak, that dissenslon has

hroken out on the Ark of Peace, In the |
vasty deep somewhere east of (‘np«‘t
Race, despite mal de mer and other |
Inconveniences of sen travel, The n.-*
car 11 1= a ship divided ngninst Imr-[
self, It 1« over Prestdent WiLsox's |
appenl for preparedness in the mes-
sage he rend to Congress that the
pllgrims have fallen out, a majority |
lendership of the !tn\'.%
Cuanes F.o Aken, the imported San
Franciseo  pastor,  denouncing Mr.
Wirtsox's “frightfulness” in a “dee-
lnration of prineiples,” and a minority |
aptained by Editor 8, 8, .\Ir!‘rr'lu:i
refusing to =lgn the round robin nf,
anathemn. |

The score Is 28 to 9 aguinst the |
President, but among the mutineers
are Mrs, Bex Linpsey, Senntor HELEN
Rixa Romixsox, Governor Haxxa of
North Dukota nnd Bex Lixpsey him-
self, the fighting Judge of the |'h|1-i
dren's Court In Denver. On which
side Mrs, Ixpz MirHoLraxp Boisse- |
vaix arrnyed herself the wirelesa does |

not eay, but the intrepld McCiuvre|
There |
seceders In!
the Ark at
Christinnia and let thelr shipmnates
get the boys out of the trenches by |
Christmas themselves,

We regret to see an attempt at
closure abonrd the Oscar 11, The of-
fender 18 no less a person than HENAY
Forn, the head pencemnker, Resolv-
Ing himself into a caucus of one, Mr.
Forn has issued the following ultl-|
“Sinee 1t (the declura-|
tion of principles) 1s signed by the
majority, 1t represents the sentiment |
of the whole party,  The minority |
must stand with the majorigy, .\ll!
ara welonme.”  Imagine eracking the
whip over a head as full of ldens
and self-consecration as that of & 8,
MoeCrrrre, who, hesidoes, Inde-
pendent as any  erusader who over |
lived, Al may bhe weleome to the
groaning hoard of Forp, but Sas Me-
Croere wouldn't surrender a convie-
tion to him for “the wealth of Or-
mus or of Ind,” or of Detroit.

€n the flag of preparedness is
hoisted by the brave band he leads,
and 1t will never he haunled down.
Whether the struggle goes on until
the minority bhecomes the majority
and takes possession of the Osear
11. remalna to he seen, Stranger sen
gtories have been told, What is hos-
pitality hetween first class passen-
zors on the Ark of P'eaca when the
appeal to patriotism 18 made? Editor
MoeCrLuRe 18 quite enpable of convert-
ing everybody and ecarrying the day.
We trust that there will not he the
spectacle of Hexry Fowp In lrons
when the pllot appenrs to take the
Osear IT, Into Christlania,

I« as

Inspecting Bulldings Hereabout.

The projected consolidation of the
slx State and elty departments which
now supervise the construetion and
alteratlon of bulldings in New York
1s demanded in the public Interest be-
cause 1t will centranlize authority nnd
responsibility and {f honestly under-
taken should reduce expenses, It 18
required by owners, bullders and ten-
ants, becnuse under the present cha-
otle econditlons nobody knows what
orders are lutended to ha obeyed and
which are nullitied hy the orders of
bureaus having coordinnte  power,
The result of these conflicts of au-
thority 1s unnecessary expense to the
taxpayer, inefliclency In administra-
tlon and confusion of building opera-
tions and bullding maintennnce.

The Legislature of this year showed
s disposition to Improve the present
pructice, but fis purpose was thwarted
by the differences of opionton which
arose among the advdentes of slmpli-
flecation with regard to the methods
to be adopted. The real estate In-
terests favored one plan, the ad-
ministration another, with the result
that nothing was done, ‘There is
no reason to belleve that the Legls-
lature of 10168 will be less hospltable
to suggestions coming from this elty
than 1ts predecessor,

The problem 1s to bring about
agreement between the elity adminls-
tration and the real estate intereats
on a reasonabla and proper hill, This
ean be attained If the first ambition

kot wll concerned s the public wel- |

|ing “tilve us bread

peace pllgrims.
While the Nebraskans have thelr
hands {n nominating folks for the

Presldency we beg to remind them
that The RBame OId BIll I= still with
us and open to conscription.

A lady suapiclous of ulterior motive
in her husband's projected fishing
trip, in packing his kit pinned each
leg of his outing trousers fiat. When
he returned, effervescent with plsca-
torial reminiscence, the trouser legs
were atlll unostentatiously barred to
entrance. No more deeply analytic de-
tective work has been done since

MArRK Twaix's old lady chucked the'

~~gcissors, was t7 -into the lap of
the young he rascal dlagulred in pettl-
coats and saw him “make a lap,"” mas-
culine fashion, by putting his knees
together. This comment {8 made with-
out prejudice in the marital tangle.

CHAMP ('LARK'S boom starts — Newas-
paper hradline,

And St Louls
Baltimore!

Is even hotter than

Whatever the merita of Dr. GaTEs's
arguments, the Protestant Blble would
not lose {n literary or "human” inter-
e=t by adding a block of pages be-
tween the Old and New Testaments
for the Apocrypha. ‘These non-ca-
nontical books are mighty “readable.’

There isn't any pork or any pork
barrel in the lmprovement of the Mis- |
sourl. It is but the Government's plain
duty in the development of this rich
section Npraker CLARK

That, 'n the language of the mo-
ment, s what they all sav, The

“pork” = elsewhers: the “plain duty”
In the Congressman's home district.

Most things in this world admit of
compromises, but loyalty to a flag
does not,

The placa was packed with angry
waomen, somae waving sticks and all yell-
Give us peace "'~

Rerlin news item
When peace congresses convene in
the pubilc stomach monarchs heed.
Sees human growth control, Sclence
may dictate size and weight of the race,
Newspaper headline,

That will be good for fathers who'

want their sons to win a varsity letter
in athletics, but it will roh of material
those story tellers who give the fa-
mous ex-halfback a bny puny in phy-
gique but a champion in the classroom,
and to the professor, himself a miant
of intellect, & son with the brain of
a peanut and the body of a North
Woods lumberjack.

Civilization knows how to make war,

FOR A MERCHANT MARINE.

Loss of the United States Throwgh
Forelgn Freight Charges.

To THE EptTor oF Tur Bun—8ir: It
i®s encouraging to learn that a body
of the character and standing of the
T'nited Etatea Chamber of Commerce I8
the sturdy and uncompromising friend of
the American mercantile marine, and
that the queation of bringing our ship-
ping to a satisfactory stage of develop-
mant will have a prominent place in the
discussions at the February meeting of
the chamber.

The Chamber of Commerce has just
rent out a statement which reviewa the
present weak condition of our mercan-
tila marine anA presents some facts
which are correctly described ae reveal-
Ing “a startling situation.” It appears
from this statement that 60 per cent
of the big and wmble steamers of the
world are owned by CGreat Britain and
not 7 per cent. by the United States”
and, aocording to the Troy Times,
the trade and wealth of the United
Htates have At their disposal only about
one-tenth of the shipping facilities avall-
able to the Britixh merchants and man-
ufacturers, and that to earry the bulk
of our sen borne commerce we have to
rely on the ships of friendly natlons,
Concluding, the statement saye :

The astimated result is that every year
$200,000.000 leavea the United Ftates in
the form of freight payments for deposit
in the ooffers of forelgn wahip owners
Americans not only subscrifbe to the up-
keep but aleo the construction of ships of
thelr marine competitors. Americans muat
have aotivé commercial s*a power in pro-
portion to thelr trade

The case am thus presented by the
Chamber of Commerce of the United
Btatea ahould appeal to every Amaerican
|!rho desires to see hi= country made in-
dependent ns & transporter of its own
vommerce on the sea

The American foreign trade in the
ten months ended October of this year
amounted to $4,817,000,000, and less than
10 per cent. of it was= carried in Amer-
lcan ships. Foreigners got more than
#0 per cent. of the freight moneya paid
on that vast volume of business

That 1s the wav we have heen loslig
money year after vear because of our
pitiful need of American oceangoing
ships. Wil Congresa ever stop this roin-
ous loss? WALTER J. BALLARD

Tom ANGELEE, (4], December 7

THE APOCRYPHA.

Awthorities for Ita Right to a Place
In the Protestant Bible.

To THE BpiTorn oF ThHe SUN-— S84 A
question of great ‘nterest to students of
the Bible has heen ratsed by the Hev,
r. Milo H. Guates, who fays it I8 tume
.for 'rotestants to demand from the
Mble socleties, wlhiich are the ehief pub-
lishers of the Protestant version of the
Holy RKerlptures, the whols DBille, not
A Blble mutilated by the omission of the
apocryphal books, He sald

One of the greatest |lbraries of sncred
writings is contained in what a8 known as
“The Apocrypha® In that are contalned
such wonderfu: books as “The Wisdom of
Bolomon,"” “Faoeleslavticus' and “The Rong
of the Three ¢'hildren ' from which comes
that hymn ealied “"Tha Henedici'a' mung
each Sunday by mililons of Christlans

In reply to this the president of the
American Bible Soclety defended the ac-

tion of the society in oamitting the
Apoerypha ns being “in historie aecord
with the principles of Protestantism

and In harmouy with Protestant hellef
In the Inspiration of the Scriptureas.’

It is stated that over 180,000,000
R.bles and portions of the Bible have
been issued by the Pible Boclety In 370
| languages and Jdialects The omissiun
"of the Apocrypha from these millions of
volumes s important, whether from a
|literary and historic point of view or
|the pureiy religious
| The apocryphal books, until at least
| within a comparatively reacent pariod,
‘have generally been Included {n T'rotes-
fant Bibles. In the Bible as published
by the London Roclety for Promoting
[ Christlan Knowledge and “for the nse

(of fam!lies” in 18536, the Apocrypha
*w.u inciuded The notea and Intro-
lduetlons to the Apocrypha in  this
Ledition cleariv indlcats that the hooks

an given were not recalved as of equal
authority with that of the rannnical
hiwike 1t alsa quotes Wheatley, whose
|wnrks are standard authority i the
Church of England, as foliows
In ennformity to prac
ltl- aarly Christian churches, the Church of
England silll continues use of
apocryphal hoaaks in her publlc ssrmdos,
though not with any design to leasen the
authority of manonical Seripture.
she sxpresaly aMrms to ha the only

the genera

the

which

ruie

of faith, declaring *hat *"*he shurch deth
read the aher bonks for an evamp's of
life and insatructing manners, ot t inth
mot apply them 1o estalilsh ar doetrine,"

That seams to decide very definitely
the historical ground on which the
Chureh of FEngliand stond as regards

| the Inclusion of the apocryphal hooka in
| the Protestant Rihle.
| In the Bibla Dictlonary published hv

FIFTH AVENUE TRAFFIC.

Suggested Rules to Sapplement the
Semaphore System.

To e EviTor or Tue Bux—S8ir: The
semuphore eystem alone will not rolve
the problem of traffic regulation in Fifth
avenue, but if used an an adjunct to an-
other system the combination will solve
the problem which has bafMed trafic ex-
perts for years. The ocomplementary
system requires that the Pollce Com-
missioner shall have the new traffic
rules put In pamphlet form and distrib-
uted, two weeks before they go Into
effect, by the police to every driver of
a vehicle who will possibly have cause to
use Fifth avenue or to cross that Avenus
through one of the slde streets, It
seems that it is the custom to inaugurate
all systema looking toward the solution
of the Fifth avenue traffic problem with-
out notifying the drivers or chauffeurs,
consequently these interested persons are
ignorant of what Is expected.

Fifth avenue from Twenty-sixth street
to Fifty-ninth street would be the area
oovered, and it would not be necessary to
dispense with the semaphores, for they
would be essential to the proper conduct
of the new aystem. The memaphores
could be placed about every ten blooks,
but the officer at Forty-second street
would be the one In charge of them, all
other officers along the route acting on
his instructions. When the officer a:
Forty-second strest threw the arm of
his semaphore Inte a certain position
the other ofMicers would be expected to
follow sult.

It would be necesaary to designate all
the even numberesd streets, such aa
Thirty-eighth, Fortieth, &c., aAr east-
bound traffic streets, while the odd num-
bered sireets would be deslgnated for
westhound trafic. The trafMoc on Fifth
avenue would have a two minute run,
while the trafMc through the side etrests
would have a ons minute run. When
the drivers and chauffeurs on the car-
riages and autos on Fifth avenue re-
celved the signal to atop they would be
expected to line up close together, clos-
ing up the gaps, so that room would be
left for the crosstown trafic,

SBuppose a driver were coming south
on Fifth avenus and wished to get Into
FEast Thirty-sighth street. ‘The driver
could not eross Fifth avenue and swing
Into Thirtv-eighth street. Instead he
would have 1o drive west through
Thirty-ninth street, @ westbound street,
to Sixth avenue, down Hixth avenue to
Thirty=<ighth strest and across Pifth
avenue at the proper time. 'This, of
course, would mean a rather longer
drive, but it wouid obviate the confu-
®iom caused by tryng to cross through
the trafMlec on the avenus and would
hava the t("ndency to make drivers
choose the Sixth avenue route for the

entite trip, unless the paesenger was
insistent, In this way it 1= presumed
that the traffic on Fifth avenua would

be reduced conglderably,
Prrivers using the slde streeis and
wishing 10 Ko elear across Fifth avenue
waould be expected to keep to the middle
of the street, while drivers Iintending to
turn north or south on Fifth avenue
would ba expected to keep closa to the
curb. M W,
New Yomrk, December 13

THE CHASE OF THE HAT.

Nomination of a Feminlst for Mem-
hership In the Board of Strategy.

ToTHE EDIToR oF THE SUN—8ir: Was
4 Alton B Parker who saldl that any
woman who drove an automobile was an
X. X. X.: that any automobile that al-
lowed [teel? to be so driven was a Y, Y.
Y ; and that any one who #said it wasn't
so was a Z. Z. Z, or waa it that other
humanist, the twenty-sixth President of
the Urited States” Well, whatever the

anewer, [t is hardly to the point,
To-day, at a corner of St Paul's
Churchyard, 1 saw a hat HWown off the

hel of & man ; than two man, one after
the other, full of brotherly love and ad-
venture, lurch for [t and miss It, the
hat going on well above ths speed |Imit;
then | saw a woman lurch for 1t and
misa it and-——now my story:

At the third miss the hat was at tha
curly, which dammed an axpansive ake
of the dirtiest water that ever heid a
white wing at basy  The s wuran e¢ould
nat lurch again or shs would be in the

water ;. the hat was going |n, nid there
was hanlly a measure of *ine in the
waulch shop opposite loug enough to

nllow it to he preverted An inanimate
plank, pila of rocks or messencer hoy
might have stopped ', because it would
1t have had to thinkt first; but for a
human, it required tima o both wavs
ind means and action. The vouan,
wfter her fallure, quicker than the eva
could follow, mada a gracefnl little
spring forward toward the curh and
| planted the toe of har haot on the hat
[-" was of the soft varlety), and there
It hung over the abyss until the owner
closad the ineldent.

If we do go to war with (ireece after
all, 1 should llke to hava that woman
put on the war board. Drive automo-
|Bileal Why, hava they not driven men
ever minca the first verse of the firsat
| chapter of this worid. and what could ba

but it seems without effactive method | Cassell, Petter & Galpin, London aud |y nhapder driving proposition than that?

of making peace,

The Deer Drinking In the Blackberry
River.

To Tine Epimor oF Tug Sun—=S8ir; The
discussion of the Connecticut deer law
brings to my mind a beautiful rural
scene in LAtchfield county. A light fall
of snow in the night had made the pine
trees ghisten In majeatic wonder, as the
#un bowed to the awakening dawn over
the mountain tops and peered into the

valley of the Blackberry River, making |

its glistening surface sparkle In his
early glances. The modulated music of
the river, as it played nw% over its
strings of pabhlea under ita frozen sur-
face, was disturbed by the snapping of
its erystal bed as I awaked, Looking
from my whdow 1 saw a deer cracking
the fcea with his hoof. Btartled by my
presence, he lovked at me with his deep
fringed brown oyes and then bent his
head and drank, keeping the while a
glanca on me as those brown orbs rolled,
Then all of a sudden he leapsd up the
mountain side with elfish twistings,
meattering the diamonds of heaven from
the laurel leaves, and was gone,

If wsuch beautiful creatures of the
forsst must be killed it does Indeesd seem
but fair to ask that it be done only In
cases of positive necessity and then in
#8 humans & wav as poxalble,

James D, Dewrrr, Jr,

Nrw Haven, Conn, December 13,

Concerning Our Navy.
It's up to our Congrems, good and herd,
To do the legal act
To put us whers our enemies
Can whack us, or bs whacked,
And Uncle BRam would like te know
If statesmen mean, by gum,
To put our navy on the seas,
Or put it on the bum'

We've got 1o hava the shipa to fight,
If Nghting comes our way,
And il we go Into a sorap
We wmant to go 10 sayv,
But can we atay? That's what, and ae
The guestion's bound to come,
To put our navy on the seas,
Or put 1t on the bum!

All other nations hwve their ahips.
And If we lack In ocure,

We'll siinply hava no show at a¥l
To wtand up with the Powers.

B0 there we are! [Does Congress need
A etroager medium

To put our mavy on the ssas
Or put # on the bum?

We don't want ships for maling bhufts
Nobody nesd be ecared;
We are not looking for a sorap,
HBut we muat be prepared.
And knowing this, will Congrems new
Appropriate a sum
To put our navy on the seas,
Or put it on the bum?
W. J. Lasrron,

| New York, date not given, to which
|most of the jeading divines and pro-
fesgorm of the Church of England con-
tributed, this statement 1s made under
|the word “Apocrypha’

I All the coples of the Saripturea which
lObhrstlans had aceeas to dur'ng the firet
| three centuries emhraced our “apocryphatl™
books, without the slightsat Intimation
|that they differed. eliher in character or
Lauthority, from our canonioal books, fust
‘u fa the oase st pressant with "The Old
:'l'-ou.mam. firet published bv the English
{College at Douay, A. D 140"

These citations seem to prove that
at least until recent years what was
!called the Rilde, aven in Protestant edl-
tions, contained tha apocryphal books
| They give welgh' to the charge that
, the people are being robhed of a part
|of what through the centuries has heon
called the Holy Hible. 9,

New Yorx, December 13

BRIDGEPORT'S FORTUNE.

'A New England Stronghold of Real
Mince Ple.

To THE Emrmor oF THE Bun- Sir: 1
read with much nterest the Istier on
| mince ple signed “D. A, C"  Mince
ples can bs had to-day, and If "D,
A, C." s in doubt T wish he would
stop at Carr's Grill In Bridgeport and
ask Mra, Carr for some of sister's mince
ple. 1t ia mo safe that the famlly eat it;
s0 does the maker herself, and T am
sura it would pass Dr, Wilev's inspec-
tion w!th honoras.

I have not had any slnes 7:30
evening, and my mouth still waters when
1 think of It

My Yankes grandmother made the
best of mince ples, and what 1 ate last
evening was as good. | do not remember
if 1 ever stole any of grandmother's as
late aa midnight. E. L. 8,

Bripeerorr, Conn., December 11,

History of the Constitution,

To THE EmToR orF THE BoN—8ir: | was
much amused by Rossiter Johnaun's let-
ver about tha United Btatea Conatitution.
Is it possfhle that aven In 1015 so little 1o
known, even by scholars, of the story of
its adoption?

Those who are #tfll deluded on thia sub-
jeot 1 would respectfully refer to & work
desued four or five years sago oalied "“The
History of the United States Constitution”
by Theodors Myers. In thia book ha will
unquestionably get “pumpkin ple without
the punk.'

Poor Banjamin Frankiin.

ANRODOTAGS.

Naw Yonx, December 11,

Pleaty of Time

Knioker-—llow does Jones
whould prepare?

Booker—~He evidently thinks any nation
that might want to swallow us would

think we

L fetcherise,

Thers are lota of women just like the
hat ona and Joan of Ara up on River-
side, which you will batter appreciate
f vou will anly glve them A chance to
vota, you antl-Mrzantine logotheten !
MARRIED Max,
Naw Yorkx, December 11,

HESSIAN SOLDIERS.

Reference to the American Diary of
One of Thelr Oficers.

ToTHe Enitor oF THE Sun——8ir: Per-
mit me to add a brief chapter on the
Henslans,  Of course "Hesslans," as
used by our ancestors, meant all thae
German mercenary troop. It Included
the Anspach-Hayreuthers, whoss cap-
tured colora are at West DPoint; they
surrendered at Yorktown

Now {t seems to me Anspach-Bay-
reuth and the Hohenzollerns are rather
closely connected, and if vou read the
diary of Dihla of the Vait Regiment
ron will learn that It belonged to the
High I'rince and Lord Christian Fried-
rich  (Carl  Alxander, Markgrave of
Brandenburg. Tha Prince's titia in
monogram is on the colors, *M. Z. B "
and in the sprarhead {a hia own mono-
gram, “C. F. C. A" The author makes
no mention of any one interfering with
the regiment in Germany.

Incldentally the book econtains soma
very curious deacriptions -of cities, In-
cluding New York.

BTUunExT or MisTomy,

Ngw York, December 12

Yesteryear.

To TnE EpD1ToR oF THE SUsx—-8Sir The
ward “Yesteryeaar'” in the caption of Tug
Sun's editorial article of December &
on tha President'a attitude towwurd pre-
paredness suggested Villon's posm on
“The Snows of Yesteryear,” and that
tnduced the following:

THE SNOWE OF YRATERTRAR

What of the vow that Woodrow gave?
That vow for vo'ss he made so brave:
That cauous rule no more we'd fear*
Gone ke the snows of yestaryear

What of the pledge, talls mumst La frest?
And platform vows must sacred be?

Gone ltke the one term pledge we fear;
(rone Mie the mnowm of yesteryear

A year ago peace was his theme.
War and prepareiness a dream.
Whers now those theories so dear’
CGone ke the enows of yesterysar

Whers now és pitiless publcity?
That promise of his Kxoellency;
Gone, and we shed & sorrowing tear
(Gone Uke the snows of yeateryear

Whers are the high tdeals wa though
He'd bring into the place he soughe,
Amid the din of spollsmen’s cheer
Gone Mke the smoww of yesteryear

J.A

i
WasHiNGTON, D, C., December 13,
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AULA NASSOVICA.

Confasion Caused by Neo-Cesarlan
Honors to the House of Nassau.

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUuN—8irs "n
an editoriad artials on “Plety In College”
Princeton men appear as Nassovians.
If they ares not called Princetonlans
they should be named Nassovicans, with
a ¢ in it

When the College of Now Jersey
moved from Newark to Princeton
twenty years befors the Declaration of
Independencs and the college building
wus to be ohristened, many were In
favor of Belcher Hall, In honor of the
provincial Governor who had enginesred
the charter. RBeicher declined the honor,
gaving that the compliment should be
pald to the houss of Nassau: lhence
Nassau Hall.

Usage extended the name of the bulld.
ing to the institution, and the College
of Now Jersey becames metonymously In
familiar apesch Nassau Hall

What Is & son of Old Nassau in Latin-
{zed, avademic form? Nassau Hall In
old formal documents wam Aula Nasso-
viea, not Nassovia. What can the de-
rivative be but Nassovicans?” =

In recent Princetonian print 'Nasso-
vians” has appeared. It is a poor at-
tempt at a good thing. Princetonians
who amuse thamaelves with mild Latin-
ity should be Nassovicans ‘03.

New Yomx, December 18.

THE SULLIVAN LAW.

A Snapshot of Its Workings In This
City.

To Tk Epitor of Tue Sux—=8iry 1
beg leave to offer to the readers of THE
SUN @ one act farcical interlude entitled
“The Workinga of the Bullivan Law.'"

CHARACTERS,

The Bpirit of Law as Applied. Thin is
an allegorical person “with eyes mevers
and beard of formal cut; full of wise saws
and"—many Influences, He wears a Judge's
robe and roundsman’'a ahoes.

A Law AbIAIng American Citiwen. Hum.
bly sonscisntious and consclentiously hum-
bls,

A Gangeter, Wha will sommit murder
at 0 much a murd and a white siaver on
the side "

A Biickup Man  Who will rob anything
from & baby carriags to & trust company
if he has his “stinger” with him and a
Eetaway plan ready

Court attendants hangera on and pa-
licamen, all of whom snesr &t Law Alkl-
ing American Citlzen

Scens, any court of Injustlce,

Spirit of Law, having nounted the
bench: “First ease! Oh, you,” o Amer-
lomn Cltizen, who has stepped forward
“You are charged with a vielation of
the Sullivan law in that »ou have In
your possession and Keep in vour home
a dangerous weapon, a loaded revolver,
What have vou to say in your defence™"

Law Abiding Amerioan Cltlzgen:  “If
vour Homor please, 1 do keep a loaded
revolver at home. |1 tried to get a per-
mit, but the inersa facts that we live in
a mparsely settled eection of the city
where robberies often happen and that
1 have a wife and amall children to pro-
tect did not seem (o the muthorities a
sufficient reason why* T ahould have a
permit, notwithstanding my good char-
aoter, 90 it was denied me. However,
your Honor, 1 hoid the Sullivan law to
be unconstitutional hecause the Constl-
tution of the United States in Article
II. of the amendments says, ‘A waoll
regulated militla being necessry to the
security of a free State, the right of the
poopla to keep and bear arms shall not
ba Infringed, and 1 «m an American
clitizen.'

Spirit of Law: “Is that all you've
got to sax? Ilaven't you got any more
mense than to come to this law eourt
and plead any rights under the Consti-
tution of the 'nited States as a de-
fence® What'a the Constitution of the
United States to a State mmde law ke
the Sullivan law, anvway”? You yvour-
self admit a vielation of the Sullivam
law, which is a felony, so that you are
A felon. 1 find you guilty and remand
yon for sentence., Next case'"

Btickup Man, ae he and Gangster step
forward: 'Yer Honor, me an' Gang-

#ter here is both charged with breakin'|
th' Sullivan law, an' if you don't mind, |

T'll epeak for me an’ Wim. Now, your
Honor, you inow us both and what kind
of guvs we 15, Wa naver carry no guns
Never' Aw
we need um in our business
like that other guy
londed revolvers at home, 'causs we
adn't got » homes, Anyway, there's
no avidence that we wus usin' our guns
when wo was plnched. Now was there?"

Bpirit of the Law “Yes, T know
both of you, and sometimes | am alimost
muapicious that vou may, now and then,
CArTY dangerous weapons  In fact, there
A some evidenve to Justify ine in that
hellaf. However, as you say, you were

We ain't
Wa don't keep no

not actuaily using your revoivers at the |

thna of veur arrest, an on that technd-

cality T discharge you, But [ ask yvon

in the name of our fair city not 1o dia-

chargs vour weapons unleas o think it

absoMitely neceassary., It gives 1the town

mich A bad nama” ™ P,
New York, Dacember 11

FLY LEAF LETTERS.

Are Affectlonate TInscriptions In Gift
Rooks by Pareel Post Forbldden?

To 7Ture EpiTor oF RN
have purchased a handsomely
book which for Its contents will, | hap-
pen to know, ba acceptable to « man
who has a splendid libmary of books
which he has read. T1f my estimate of
the trajectory of the puroel post is cor-
rect ha will recelve this book an (‘hrist.
maa Day.

ThE Sirs 1

hound

I wish to nddAress a few words to my

friend whioh have a point
the subject of the book. Thera ix roomn
for thein on a fly leaf and they waenld
be appropriate there; so long as the
book is his--provided, and hero s the
question, provided any Inseription will
be tolerated by the postal authoritles
How sacrad an institution 18 an indl-
vidual eopy of A book!  And fust how
untholy a presence within its walls {8 a
holograph address and comment by {ha
donor? HypPrRITE,
MouvsT VEavown, December 13

bearing on

“"BUTTING IN.”

Refinements of Interventlon In Mex-
fco and In Haytl,
To THE EDITOR OF Tur SN —Si In

his epeech bafors the Columbus Chamber
of Commerce Mr, Wilson is quoted s
saving

The Mexicans may not know what te do
with their Government, but that i» none of
our bwwlness, aml s0 long as 1 have the
power to prevent 1t nebody shall “butt in*
to alter 1t for them

Truly & most commendable doctrine —
but why are our marines in Hayvtl”

JanRz P, Emvx,

BeErwYN, Pa, December 11

Meastrous Effects of & Sin of “The Sun's."
To Tam EntoR or Tumr Epx - Sir
years reading of Tae MHrw
A0 not think | have aver besn moras din
treseed than dn reading an o it |

In

al para

“WHI
we aver get taxation wilthaur n -'Fp'll-
aentation "

Why “'wiit''? It lonks es it vou nad
taken on 'n un eAltOrlLl  capadlis

ST
recent college graduate.
Fola Gnireis
P. 8. Tha uneveunsss of thie ohirogiaphs
in due to sesort to drink your
gra ¥
DENVER,

Col, Decernber 11

Books.

To A8 EiToR oF Tk Sp» S I wa
der 4f President Wi en Vi o vling
tha "“Oreat War S . by | .
RRichard Stockton

Boo aRANIY Nion K l

B WA

WHITE IUYER JUNULION, VL

when we do it's hecause |

. Docemver ju,!

MAYOR PLEADS FOR
HOME RULE IN CITY

Tells Brown Committee (e
sponsibility Should Rest Wit)
Board of Estimate.

WANTS GREATER POWE

“The Board of Estimate is tlecore
cully responsible for the financlal adm
Istration of the several departmenis
the city governmemt. We believe
should be actually responsible, We .
ply ask the State to give us the pon
and we'll agree to face the musi

In these words Mayor Mitchel, 11 ¢
ing before the Brown legislative oo
tee at the City Hall yesterday witeg o
gummed up his plea for a larger oo
of home rule. The Mayor was tie «
witness, and he had not finished his tes
mony when the committee adjourncd 1
resums s Inquiry at 11 o'clock th
morning.  Comptroller Prendergast a
President McAneny of the Board of Al
dermen were present during the afte
and one or the other will fullow the
r on the stand.

The conunittes, of which Sanator Ilon
R. Brown, mfajority leader in the 8'ate
Senate, is chalrman, was creatad by the
Legislature to investigate the financeg of
New York clty.

Seen Need of Rellef Hewve,

After Mayor Mitchel had been an
swering questions for more than an Iwi
yesterday Senator Brown said:

“It Is apparent that you ought 10 have
relief of some kind, and we are here !
try to glve it to you.”

Once, however, when Mr. Mitohel sat
he would llke to mes Increased powme;
guaranteed the Board of Estimats by (-
Constitution Senator Brown eapresss
his oppositione. He cited the case «°
Itensaelaer county In support of oo«
position tiat the HState should not forf:
Its authority to act in Anancinl matiers

“I have never advooutod any measu:
of home rula which would interfere wit
the sovoreignity of the Ktute,” the Mayor
explained.  “We gaek oniy independan
to act for ourseives on looal matters,

At another time the Mavor exjress:
the belicf that a banafit, ecmonJdeal &
administrative, would ba efMected if + -
five countles In the greater city wie
merged into one. The controversy o
tween the Board of Kstimate and the
Board of Lducation wns alred In sup
port of the Bourd of Estimate's co: e

tion that it s tha better qualified
econtrol  the educutional depuartunent s
budget

“#hould the city hava jurisdiction pver
the departments of justice”’ Senato
Erowu asked,

“It should not interfers with tha a
miniatration of Jjustice,” replied o+
Mayor, “but the city authoritics & .m
have the power to fix the rate of =
aries of court
pioyees ™'

Virtually the same answer was g
10 tha question “Should the ¢ty ¢

attendants  and ¢

ernment regulate the offica of e |
tiict Attorney ™"
Mayror Pointa to "ullee,

“Isn't the preservation of the pae a
State function,” asked Chalrinan Hrow:

“The work of the police {s nor o
Mr. Mitehel,
The Mavor in answer to o her

tiona  said he belleved the
also NIy the number of emplo

the =alaries in the County Clerk s
sherift's oftices The Mayor qu
to give later in his testimaony e

line of u measure which he b o o»
would meet the situation of w
Board of Estimate ls complainire

“TF the Legislature had ano

bills which were introduced at th L
seswlion (L would have goe 4 g w
toward righting the sltuat
“But some of the legislat
seem disposed to enset then sa S
ator Lirowy
" tm wa can eduygcate tass (e
| latins the Mavopr pespon
i “lsm't a fundam |
government that the IR
services rendered should - g
those to whoun the services u "o
dered ™ peked the eha i “I'Ha T
ple of the ity huve no graten »
the Distpict Attornes s and Heg ate
PoMicees (hay Ave oflu ; .
| eounts Wonld oot
| for theses of! a 1o ¢ al
| the horough governm
1odon't think JRAE
“Ry w0 doing von
sl the o el .
ftles,  Fiapenses  for et nne e
menta are paid by jodividh £
vet this work & 15 the b
i Board of MKst'miate and the
| heen found anlutary. The hohved g
| upon to consider ] | =
| nepda ™

Wants Responsibility ( enteed
.: “What tujury eould possible o
IR liechis sent tn the [rer
lr.n\'n e came  Tiron tha
[ Mresiden
“That wi
LT

1 uld violaie (e
matters .
A group Inmtead of an ' vidyg
div af connties ' purely e n
| The people of the variom " "
feriv Inok to the hourid for b
I Th
t\IlIl'-!'
The
show

#liould e

il

ponsibiMey  should !
Maver read a list of salar =
whnat he termed the N tim
mandatory bills T
that the chief clerk of the Kiow
Court recelves § Low!
Sessions clerk of New York
only $5,000, and 1he warden of the !
county frand Jury, 1
rule, is paid 00, whitls tha r
New York county, whose s,
Iby the Hoard of
!8;’.'\"u
| The discussion of tha Board «f
cation’s finances was  Involsd
auestion “la there any lndica
tha fund segregated by the B
Fducation would be any 1or
cally expended by the Boand o f
than by the Educat on B
“Indeed theps 8" repliod Af
“The Board of 13 ntion's |
| been 10 ask for lions
| needed The practive is |
| this body, but it has hee
this case Much eredit o
practised hors o
the segregn
fthe Board
durved appropriations for |
jand building repatrs, o
| ciause 1t waus
Bducatton Ro
lul'-.l\c- ;
Comptroller  Prooderga
{the mformation that the K
| timate had found that f
} Liool teachers werp
were required Whiet
| principals made an
covered that the number
| sixty-thres “1 don't atteid
polit cbut o Inefficient 1
Isaid the Con pirollee
w Hitle of enct

Estimuate

clearly

ird's dm "

ugh

inwve gt

| “"Perhaps
Miavor
| Chatpman Brown, esnlate

the

elacr  county

Repubillean

chase,  malld

Sherift.  Coune

ne 4 - ant!
rroatiog T
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